THE MAKING of “OFF THE TRACKS”

This is my second album of Original jazz songs and instrumentals.

My aim is to create something different- melodies with movement and mystery which makes them an interesting challenge to play and to listen to. Sometimes this requires a creative leap,  where rules are broken and danger is confronted. The general concept  is to generate some new songs that could have been written in the high period of American Jazz music. The influences vary from Cole Porter thru to Thelonius monk.

The instrumentals are an ecclectic descendent from Miles Davis  the modern Jazz Quartet, the Bossa Nova era and funk players like Steve Khan.

Mainly, I  hope they are a  journey thru passion and emotion vaguely communicated musically.

Despite the rhetoric there is not much 'new' in them. I hear their elements of chord changes away from and working back to the central theme, substitution, unexpected rhythmic phrasing and spaces, in other music as well as jazz, classical, pop, and world music. Lets say my music is a small development for music. 

Certainly for me, it has been a journey of many small steps, hours at the piano, thru initial experimentation, selection and writing down the best bits, editing, and then final musical decision - beginning middle and end. 

Then came entering the skeletons into Band in a Box,  to hear possible basic feel - swing? Latin? funky?, Ballad?. and also to get some notation print-outs for musicians. Deciding on intros, form, improvisation areas, and endings. 

Next came organising the musos and recording. I have the gear, simple but quality stuff, programs, condenser mikes, miles of cables and connectors, hard drives, digital interfaces, earphones and mixers, powerful laptop.

Then recording day ( we did 9 tunes! ). Most were one or two takes. I set the drummer with two overhead small condenser mikes and one on bass drum in my partner's library which is isolated from the main room by a glass  atrium. The Bass, Guitar  and Keyboard were direct-in to the computer interface. I sang along a rough vocal track.

This gave me 3 drum tracks, 2 keyboard, one guitar, one bass, and one rough vocal which included my on the spir of the moment instructions. All beautifully separated.

Then came the editing. The musos are amazingly professional, and very little had to be done.

Some Reverb added, to set the three dimensional sound that I like, some equalisation and a little compression and also the panning to get the sounds distrubuted accross the stereo field. Next I did my vocal tracks, using a large diaphragm condenser microphone. I actually stood in the clothes cupboard to isolate  the computer-fan noise from the microphone.  

The sax and percussion tracks next. These tracks added after the basic instruments, have some latency (retardation) so they all have to be shifted a few micro seconds.

The next step was final mix levels - getting each tune up to approximately the same maximum level wthout any overload at all ( digital recording allows no overload )

Once this was achieved the music has to be saved as 'wave' files, which can then be recorded on to CD.

As always there are usually a few little things which mean going back a step a few times.

One last step, the CD cover graphics. I love photography and have a good collection of my own images.

So after choosing a picture, messing around with it in a graphics program to create mood and interest, adding title and simple text, then fitting it to the CD sticker round format,

I printed them ( filling the printer ink containers ). Fitted the stickers to the recorded CD, folded the jewel case insert, and At LAST! - MY OWN CD!!
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Off The Tracks - New Original jazz music by Mel Laraway

Recorded and produced by Mel Laraway at JazBuz! Studio

5 after 9

Cool Moonlight

Give it Some Thought

Hit that

The Lucky boy

Miss Teary Eyes

Passion Drops

When I think of You

Where you Bin

Yesterdays Love
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Vocals - Mel Laraway

Guitar - Mel laraway

Piano - Tony Lillywhite

Drums - Alan Waller
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Percussion - Des Clarke

Lucky Boy - Bass(Mel Laraway)

Cool Moonlight -  Bass(Ben Parkin)
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